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experienced by their own child—the grieving 
parent. Yet, grandparents are often able to offer 
emotional, logistical, and financial support. 
Parent support groups typically incorporate 
siblings, caregivers, and extended family mem­
bers, affording them the opportunity to address 
the various dynamics of families dealing with 
hearing loss in a group setting.

Issues of Diversity
According to data from Gallaudet University 
(2014), over 50 percent of all students in pro­
grams for the deaf and hearing impaired are 
persons from culturally diverse groups. Serving 
individuals with hearing impairments whose 
primary language is not English creates unique, 
and sometimes difficult, challenges for educa­
tors and other service providers.

A contemporary issue of diversity involves the Deaf culture. Many individuals 
who are deaf or hard of hearing tend to identify with the Deaf community. They con­
tend that they should be viewed not as deficient or pathological, but as members of 
a different culture with its own language, traditions, values, and literature. The Deaf 
culture does not use the term hearing impaired. Its adherents view spoken English as an 
optional second language but ASL as the language of choice. This bilingual-bicultural 
approach stands in opposition to oralist philosophies and forms of sign language other 
than ASL. Generally speaking, proponents of the Deaf culture have delayed accept­
ing cochlear implants, which seek to restore or enhance auditory information through 
surgery (see page 436).

Technology and Individuals  
With Hearing Impairments
Modern technology is an important component in the lives of many individuals with 
disabilities. Today’s technological advances are especially evident in the area of hearing 
impairment. Sophisticated hearing aids, computers, alerting devices, cochlear implants, 
captioned media, and adaptive equipment are only a few of the items that have revolu­
tionized the education of children with hearing impairments.

Hearing Aids and Auditory Training Devices
There are several different types of hearing aids including in-the-ear and behind-
the-ear aids (see Figure 12.6). Hearing aids are individually prescribed based on an 
audiologist’s determination of the degree and nature of hearing impairment, along 
with the individual’s age, additional disabilities or physical limitations, speech and lan­
guage skills, cost considerations, and environment in which the hearing aid will be 
used. The audiologist determines how much amplification—the difference between 
the level of acoustical input at the microphone and the level of acoustical output at the 
speaker—the hearing instrument will provide. All hearing aids contain miniaturized 
electronic components consisting of a microphone, an amplifier, a receiver, and a power 
source. The audiologist also determines the frequency response of the aid—that is, 

Deaf culture: Refers to individuals 
who are deaf who share similar values, 
attitudes, and practices and view 
American Sign Language as their 
natural language.

Siblings can play an important role in families that have a child with a hearing 
impairment. 
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